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Drawing inspiration from literature, philosophy, religion, paintings, science, and technology, Hongwei
Cai’'s music has always shown a particular fondness for using various forms of sonic representation
to convey narrative imagination, with a special focus on themes of love and humanity. He has
composed music for a wide range of ensembles, skillfully blending idiomatic writing with unique
sound effects to create a distinctive voice in our generation. Through collaborations with both
university-level musicians and world-class artists, his compositions showcase a complex

conceptualization and practical execution.

Hongwei Cai, a Chinese composer and pianist, is currently a Ph.D. candidate in music composition
at the University of lowa. His works have been performed by the Ensemble Dal Niente,

the University of Michigan’s Contemporary Directions Ensemble, the University of Cincinnati
College-Conservatory of Music Chamber Orchestra, the University of lowa Center for New Music,
the Ensemble Accroche Note, and the JACK Quartet. His music has been presented at venues
including the 2021 Society of Composers Online National Conference, the Midwest Graduate Music
Consortium (University of Michigan in 2021), the Midwest Composers’ Symposium (University of
Michigan in 2017, University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music in 2018 and University of
Indiana in 2019), and the Exchange of Midwest Collegiate Composers (University of lowa in 2018).
Hongwei Cai received a MM degree in composition from Oklahoma City University, and a Bachelor

of Literature in composition and theory from Shenyang Conservatory of Music in China.
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